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TAGS OVIP (CARTER, JIMMY), BR US 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL VISIT: SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 


REF: B OUTON/GIESE TELCON MARCH 21, 1978 

1 . IN ACCORDANCE REFERENCE TELCON, POLITICAL COUNSELOR CONVEYED 
TO SILVEIRA'S SPECIAL ADVISER FOR BILATERAL AFFAIRS SARDENBERG 
USG VIEW OF SECRETARY'S BILATERAL WITH SILVEIRA, I.E., THAT IT WOULD 

BE MORE THAN JUST A COURTESY CALL AND DESIGNED TO COMPLEMENT EARLIER 
CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE TWO PRESIDENTS. 

2. ON MARCH 22, FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN LAMPREIA-NOTING "CONFLICT- 
ING INFORMATION IN THE PRESS-TOLD REPORTERS THAT PROSPECTIVE MEETING 
BETWEEN SECRETARY AND SILVEIRA HAD BEEN REQUESTED BY US SIDE. 

3. ON EVENING OF MARCH23, MINISTER DE MEDICIS, DIPLOMATIC INTRODUCTOR 
OF FOREIGN MINISTRY, TOLD CHARGE ON BEHALF OF SILVEIRA THAT FOREIGN 
MINISTER CONSIDERED FOCUS OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S VISIT WOULD BE ON 
MEETING BETWEEN THE TWO PRESIDENTS AND THAT HE (SILVEIRA) WOULD 
NOT BE ABLE TO AMPLIFY THOSE DISCUSSIONS ALTHOUGH HE COULD ANSWER 
ANY QUESTIONS US SIDE MIGHT HAVE ABOUT BRAZILIAN POSITIONS. DE 
MEDICIS AGREED THAT ADDITONAL TOPICS COULD BE RAISED AT THE SECRETARY'S 
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MEETING WITH SILVEIRA. 

4. LATER YESTERDAY EVENING, SARDENBERG AT MEETING ON DRAFT PRESS 
COMMUNIQUE TOLD POLITICAL COUNSELOR THAT SILVEIRA HAD ASKED HIM, 
BEFORE OPENING DISCUSSION OF COMMUNIQUE, TO STRESS THAT HE (SILVEIRA) 
CONSIDERED VISIT TO BE AT THE PRESIDENTIAL LEVEL AND THAT HE DID NOT 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


WANT THERE TO BE AN IMPRESSION (PRESUMABLY WITHIN REGIME AND OTHER 
CIRCLES) THAT IT WAS GOING BEYOND THAT, AND THUS DETRACT FROM THE 
PRESIDENTIAL TALKS. 

4. EVENING MARCH 23 SILVEIRA ALSO TOLD MEDIA THAT THE US SIDE 
HAD INDICATED ITS INTEREST THAT HIS MEETING WITH SECRETARY 
COMPLEMENT PREVIOUS MEETING BETWEEN THE PRESIDENTS. HE SAID THAT 
HE WAS ENTIRELY AGREEABLE TO CLARIFY ANY MATTER TAKEN UP BY THE 
TWO PRESIDENTS BUT THAT DURING CHIEF OF STATE VISITS 

ALL CONVERSATIONS GO ONLY AS FAR AS THE CHIEFS OF STATE WANT THEM 
TO GO. THUS HE WOULD NOT BE IN A POSITION TO EXPAND ON WHAT THE 
PRESIDENTS HAD DISCUSSED BUT ONLY TO EXPLAIN. 

5. COMMENT: ALL THIS IS QUINTESSENTIAL SILVEIRA. WE DO NOT BELIEVE 
HE IS LOOKING FOR A WAY OUT OF THE BILATERAL WITH THE SECRETARY- 
ON THE CONTRARY, WE BELIEVE HE IS LOOKING FORWARD TO IT. 

HOWEVER, WE TAKE AT FACE VALUE HIS CONCERN THAT NO ONE (ESPECIALLY 
WITHIN THE REGIME) BE LEFT WITH THE IMPRESSION THAT HE IS GOING 
BEYOND WHAT GEISEL WISHES. AS AN AVID CANDIDATE TO SUCCEED 
HIMSELF IN THE FIGUEIREDO ADMINISTRATION, HE IS KEENLY AWARE OF 
THE CONSIDERABLE CARE HE MUST TAKE TO PROTECT HIS FLANKS. 

JOHNSON 
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